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ADVERTISEMENT. 



ALL the Plates in the following Work have been carefully revised, 
corrected, and improved, as will be sufficiently manifest, on comparing them 
with any of the former editions of the Stenographical Copy-book. To the 
present edition have also been added two new plates, XX and XXI, with 
appropriate embellishments, engraved by one of the Author's Short-hand 
Pupils, Mr. Roffe, of Somers Town, London. 

The First or Introductory Exercise, on Plate I, contains the Characters 
of the Short-hand Alphabet, of three different sizes, neatly and accurately 
engraved, by the late Mr. Bottomley, of Manchester ; with the same Characters 
below, distributed into four classes, according to the positions of the four 
primary strokes used in Short-hand; namely, the vertical or perpendicular 
stroke, which represents the letter /; that which inclines from right to left, 
being the Short-hand character for r ; that which slopes from left to right, 
denoting f or v ; and lastly the horizontal stroke, denoting the soft sound of 
c, and the letters s or *.— The motto subjoined to this exercise, " There is 
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no Art, however trivial, that does not require some application at first," is 
taken from one of the Letters annexed to the interesting Memoirs and Poetical 
Remains of Henry Kirke White.* 

The Learner should, in the first instance, make himself master of 
the contents of the Card, which contains the Short-hand Alphabet, and, in 
fact, the rudiments of the whole System ; exhibiting, at one view, the common 
words, the prepositions, and the terminations, (in three different columns,) 
which each of the letters, separately and individually, represents ; together with 
the manner of expressing the different vowels, which he will find folly explained 
and exemplified on Plates IX and X, of the present Work. He may next 



* A Third Volume of this Work has been recently published, by the same ' generous* Editor, 
Robert Southey, Esq. A monument has also been erected, at Cambridge, by an American Gentleman, 
of the name of Boott, as a tribute to departed genius. The artist employed on this occasion was the 
celebrated Mr. Francis Chantrey, a native of Sheffield, who has fulfilled his commission with the utmost 
classical taste and merit as a Sculptor. This monument is placed on the west side of All Saints' Church, 
facing the altar. It consists of white marble, and exhibits, within a medallion, the portrait of the kite 
H. K. White, in bat relief. In the execution of the portrait, Mr. Chantrey has been eminently 
successful ; it is a striking likeness of the youthful Bard : but the style and beauty of the sculpture may 
be compared to the best works of Grecian artists ; and in the manner of executing the medallion, the 
Sculptor has been guided by the purest models of taste. — Below the medallion are inscribed the following 
elegant lines, from the pen of William Smyth, Esq., Professor of Modern History, at Cambridge. 

Warm with fond hope and learning's sacred flame, 
To Grantas bowers the youthful Poet came ; 
Unconquer'd powers th* immortal mind displayed, 
But, worn with anxious thought, the frame decay'd. 
Pale o'er his lamp, and in his cell retir'd,. 
The martyr Student faded and expir'd. 
O ! genius, taste, and piety sincere, 
Too early lost midst duties too severe ! 
Foremost to mourn was gen'rous Southey seen, 
He told the tale, and shew'd what White had been ; 
Nor told in vain ;— for o'er th* Atlantic wave, 
A Wanderer came, and sought the Poet's grave, 
On yon low stone he saw his lonely name, 
And rais'd this fond memorial to his fame. 



proceed to read, with due attention, .the * Observations on the Short-hand 
Characters, as they occur in the Alphabet*, beginning with the .first consonant, 
B,* together with the examples for illustration, which follow those Observations, 
and are contained in Plates II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII, of the 
Stenographical Copy-book ; and, in succession, the various Specimens of elegant 
Stenography, as they are tastefully displayed, in the subsequent Plates, each 
Plate forming, of itself, a separate and distinct reading exercise. During this 
course, the Teacher may occasionally supply his Pupil with suitable Lessons in 
M.S., to be copied in Short-hand, and, at the same time translated into 
Long-hand, the length of these Short-hand exercises, being proportioned to the 
time the Learner has to spare, and to the progress he has made in the know- 
ledge of this pleasing and useful Art. 

Lastly, having gone through this course of initiatory exercises, first 
in reading Short-hand, and afterwards in writing it, from correct specimens in 
M.S., he may now begin to write original Short-hand exercises, from select 
passages in the Spectator of Addison, the Idler of Dr. Johnson, or any of the 
popular productions of the present day, either in prose or verse, the former, 
however, being rather to be preferred for the purpose ; since the language of 
prose is generally, plain and simple, the sentences less involved, and the 
connexion of the words more obvious than in the more elaborate compositions of 
verse. In transcribing poetry, therefore, in Short-hand, greater attention should 
always be paid in order to render the principal words perfectly legible, and that 
the reader may experience little or no difficulty ; in short, that he may be able 
to read, without reference to the connexion, nearly with the same facility and 
certainty, as if the piece were written at ftdl length, in common Long-hand. 
In no case whatever, ought legibility to be sacrificed to mere brevity. Unques- 
tionably, if it is worth while to write or transcribe any thing, it is also worth 
while to write it well ; which implies, at least, that what is written should be 
legible ; otherwise it is, in fact, a downright waste both of time and paper, 

* See Introduction to Byrom's Short-hand. 
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Be it always remembered, that legibility ia the sine qua nan of every descrip- 
tion of writing* 

These first attempts of the young Stenographer to write original 
Short-hand, that is, of his own contrivance, should be examined and corrected by 
the Teacher, in the presence of his Pupil, explaining to him, as he proceeds, 
the reasons for each alteration or correction : and thus he will soon rectify thoae 
trivial and minute errors, either in placing or omitting the vowels, in forming 
the characters imperfectly or erroneously, or, it may be, in combining them 
injudiciously, which all learners, at the first outset, are apt, more or less, to 
commit. 

This mode of instruction will be found perfectly easy to the Teacher, 
and which, indeed, any person of moderate ability, and without any previous 
knowledge of Short-hand, may pursue ; it is, at the same time, most effectually 
conducive to the regular and progressive improvement of the Pupil, and that in 
exact proportion to the time which he devotes to this study, and to his own 
personal application and diligence. Thus the Student will be, in a great 
measure, self-instructed; and the knowledge which any one acquires, in any 
art or science, by his own voluntary application, is generally the best, and that 
which is most likely to be permanently useful. 

The process, therefore, for every Learner .or Student in Short-hand, 
is briefly as follows : He must first learn and commit to memory, (for there is 
no Royal Road to Short-hand,) the characters which compose the Short-hand 
alphabet, with the separate and distinct powers of each character, first, as 
representing a single letter, secondly, aa standing for some common word, and 
thirdly, for denoting some particular preposition, of termioaation, when detached 
from the other part of the word, of which such preposition, or terminatioq, 
forms a component part. 
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In the next place, a particular attention must be paid to the method 
of expressing the vowels, in Short-hand, by dots or points, either before or 
after single consonants, and also in the middle of words, when they occur 
between two consonants. All these different positions of the vowels are fully 
illustrated by a series of what may not inaptly be called, nonsense examples, in 
Plates IX and X, in the present Work, the typographical explanations being 
given in twelve successive pages of the Introduction to Byrom's Short-hand, 
commencing at page 5, and ending on page 16. — As there is a puzzling diversity, 
which creates some difficulty to Learners, in placing the vowels, before and after 
the horizontal curves, which denote the letters m 9 n, g f and ch, the Author has 
subjoined an extra line, at the bottom of Plate IX, which, he trusts, will 
completely obviate this difficulty, and manifest, by means of a similar character, 
formed of three straight lines, that the principle of before or above, for leading 
vowels, and after or below, for those which follow the Short-hand character, is 
strictly adhered to, with respect to the four letters above-named. — It may 
perhaps be useful to mention here, that no distinction, either in the size of the 
vowel i, or in the Jbrm of the vowel u, is intended to be made, excepting when 
they are used alone, (and especially at the beginning of a line or a sentence,) to 
denote the oft-recurring pronouns, / and you. — Sometimes, indeed, a long 
vowel is indicated by making the point which represents it, somewhat larger; 
also when two vowels come together, the first of them, whichever it may be, is 
made a little larger, to distinguish it from that which follows : — But when the 
vowels a, e, or o are doubled, the double points representing those vowels, are 
to be made of equal size.' Also in the very common termination ous 9 the points 
which represent the two vowels ou, may be made of equal size. ■/■■■ 

In the first outset, when the Learner is beginning to write original 
Short-hand, the Author would particularly recommend a neat, correct, and 
elegant method of forming all the characters, according to the several angles of 
inclination, and the relative proportions of the different characters, as they are 
exhibited, on a larger scale, in Plate XXII, whicljjliil very accurately engraved 

B 
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for this Work, by the late Mr. Bottomley, of Manchester. The Learner should 
be particularly attentive also to make the vertical characters exactly upright, 
inclining neither to the right nor to the left, but more especially not to the left, 
like common Long-hand, a fault to which some young writers are apt to be 
addicted, and against which they should be particularly cautioned, as most 
injurious to the general appearance of the writing, and in many cases indicative 
of almost incurable imbecility in the writer himself. 

Any further assistance, should it be found desirable, (especially in the 
absence of an experienced instructor,) will, at any time, be freely and 
gratuitously imparted, either by personal application to the Author ; or, if by 
letter, (post-paid,) addressed to him, at Macclesfield, Cheshire. 

THOMAS MOLINEUX. 

53, Chestergate Street, January, 1824. 



%* The annexed SteiMgraphical Maxims were originally drawn up by a Pupil of the 
Author's, who afterwards became, not only a very successful Teacher of the Art, in London, but also 
a most expeditious Writer, or Short-hand Reporter, as some recent interesting trials, taken down by 
him, according to this System, and afterwards published from his Notes, most incontestably prove. 
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STENOGRAPHICAL MAXIMS 



FOE THE USE OF 
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1. Short-hand is one of the perpendicular hands, and that your writing may have a 
vertical appearance, always [dace yourself exactly opposite to your paper ; and the equal extension of 
both your elbows, will naturally and infallibly lead you to make all the vertical characters in an upright 
or perpendicular position. 

2. Make all your strokes of an equal thickness, except, occasionally, the letters v and z ; 
and endeavour to be as correct as possible in the formation of the Short-hand characters ; because any 
material deviation, either in their shape, or in the position of the stroke, may express a different letter, 
and thereby occasion difficulty and unncertainty to the reader, if not absolute illegibility. 

3. Let the looped or twirled letters have their loops made as circular as is consistent with 
beauty and ease of joining. 

4. Make the horizontal characters which denote the letters m and n, with their derivatives, 
ch and g, nearly semicircular ; the rest of the curvilineal letters, which are either vertical or oblique, are 
always less curved, except when they are made only half size, when it is expedient to increase the 
curvature of all such characters, in proportion as their size is diminished. 

5. Spell in the shortest, but neatest and most compact manner possible. 

6. Use no more vowels than are necessary ; yet never leave out any that are distinctly 
sounded. 

7. When the Short-hand vowels are not annexed to other marks, they are, for the sake 
of distinction, and to render them more conspicuous and striking, made a little stronger than when they 
occur either in the middle, or at the beginning and end of words. 

8. Remember that both prepositions and terminations must always be placed very near the 

other parts of those words to which they belong, to prevent their being mistaken for detached and 

separate words. 

B2 
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9- When die plural number of nouns is footed by adding $ to the singular, it is always 
distinguished, in Short-hand, by writing the $ rather less than half its iftsual length. 

10. Observe lineality and beauty at all times, and occasionally lift your pen, in the 
middle of a word, rather than fell below or rise above die space allotted for the Short-hand characters. 

1 1. Preserve, as much as possible, the regular alphabetical proportion of the characters, 
whenever it can be done, without any material inconvenience. 

12. Avoid all superfluous exchanges of one letter or character for another. Swoppery, 
it is commonly said, is no robbery ; but, in Short-hand, the substitution of one character for another, 
whether similar in sound, or opposite in form, betrays an imperfection in the system, not altogether 
unavoidable} perhaps, in any scheme of Short-hand. 

IS. Never affect too much brevity: common Short-band is short enough for A 
the common purposes to which the Art is most generally applied. 

14. Make no unnecessary innovations in the Art ; but let all your improvements be founded 
on the rational principles laid down by the immortal Inventor, — " The Grand Master." 

15. If you write Byromt Short-hand, your writing will be easily read by all who practise 
the same System. Let all rational Stenographers observe uniformity, and the Art will soon become 
generally useful. c 

16. Write not too close ; and never suffer your characters to have a weak, diminutive 
appearance. 

17* Use no arbitrary marks ; but let your whole practice be rational and scientific* 
agreeable to the genius of the System you have adopted. 

18. Do not make a secret of the Art: it is worthy of being universally known and 
practised. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE, 

(XXIII.) 



To render the present Publication more valuable, the Author has 
given a supplementary Plate, after the Short-hand Specimens, containing a 
Centenary of the most useful Short-hand Contractions, some of which may, 
perhaps, be considered as local or personal ; yet, in general, they consist of 
such words or phrases as frequently occur, either in writing Letters, or in 
making occasional extracts, in Short-hand, from various periodical publications, 
and other literary and miscellaneous productions of the English Press. 

Short-hand Contractions, indeed, excepting such as are well known, 
for easily aacertained, are designed chiefly for the private use of each writer, 
individually, and not to be introduced into general practice, or epistolary 
correspondence. If used at all, in such compositions, they ought unquestionably 
to be so plain and familiar, that the reader may be able to decipher them, 
without the least hesitation or embarrassment. 

The too frequent and injudicious use of Contractions, though perfectly 
systematic, perhaps, and agreeable to the general Rules of Abbreviation, 
ought certainly to be avoided ; for that which cannot be read without considerable 
difficulty and occasional uncertainty, is only productive of disgust, and will 
never be generally used for those purposes, where common Short-hand, without 
Contractions, will be found a most convenient and very eligible substitute for 
Long-hand. The ridiculous affectation of writing every thing by the shortest 
possible methods, has hitherto proved the greatest impediment to the general 
adoption of the Stenographic Art. 
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KEY 

TO ONE HUNDRED SHORT-HAND CONTRACTIONS, 

ALPHABETIC AJLLT ABRANGED, IN TEN LINEI, 

ON PLATS XXm. 

Line 1. Accordingly, according to, affectionately, agreeably to, as it is, as long as, as 
Much as, as soon as, at veil at, at present, [10 

Line 2. At the same time, beautifully, Brown Stout, can be, chapter, consequently, 
convenience, convenient, conveniently, [19 

Line 3. Correspond, correspondence, correspondents, Critical Review, [v. Miso 
Remarks.] Dr., Edinburgh Review, Explanatory Note, gentleman, gratitude, hare been, heaven, [50 

Line 4s. Heavenly, human nature, humble servant, immediately, in a great measure, in 
consequence of, in general, inhabitant, inhabitants, in like manner, [46 

Line 5. In my, in order to, in particular, in the, in the mean time, it is, it was, Jesus 
Christ, latitude, Liverpool, [50 

Line 6. Longitude, Macclesfield, MS. or manuscript, may be, Messrs. or Messieurs, 
misrepresentation, misunderstanding, Monthly Magazine, Monthly Review, Mr,, [60 

Line 7. Mrs., multiplication, multitude, N. B. or Nota bene, negligence, nevertheless* 
notwithstanding, obedient servant, observation, observations, [70 

Line 8. O'clock, of my f of the, opportunity, particular, (ojf.), particular, (tufa), particularly, 
(adv.), jmrticulart, Portraiture of Methodism, p. s. or postscript, ? [70 

Line 9* lUspects, recommendation, Rev'd., shall be, Short-hand, Stenographical, subject, 
sufficient, ftuflkwitiy, th\ [90 

Lin* 10. Ttm* U) tim, U> I*, to ma, to my, to you, vis. or videlicet, will be, wiffingiy, 
with respaet u>, ym uf *m IaM, [100 
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lie proper letter c, at the beginning of words, should the writer feel inclined, for the sake of literal 
curacy, to distinguish such words as begin with that letter, as calendar, Canton, (in China,) cattle, 
:. from other words that begin with the letter k, as kaleidoscope, Kendal, (in Westmorland,) 

cettle, &c. But this very obvious modification of the short-hand k, it should be observed, is only 

)roppsed by way of experiment, as it is no part of the original scheme invented by Mr. Byrom. 

The soft sound of c is always to be denoted in Short-hand, as heretofore, by the letter #• 

Kern. 2. The words in the last line of Plate X, are Jin, (the short vowel being 
ndicated by a smaller point,) fine, (the long vowel being denoted by a larger point,) vine, line, 
too, loin, refulgence, Jfaculapius, and abstemiously. It is somewhat remarkable, that the last of 
hese words contains all the six vowels, and in die same order in which they occur in the alphabet, 
iz. a, e, i, o, u, and^. The same vowels, and following each other in the same order, are also 
bund in the word facetiously. 

Rem* 3. The two additional Short-hand lines, at the bottom of Plate XXIII., contain 
be words adventure, develope, abhor, behold, peculiar, proverbial, biographical, geographical, 
Ithcgraphic, damp, damps, lamp, limp, lumps, map, maps. They are here inserted* for the first 
one. to shew an improved method of writing the prepositions ah, ad, pe$ also the new termination, 
—graphical, or graphic ; together with a method of expressing the two letters mp, when they occur 
ogether at the end of a word, and of denoting the plural number of aU such words, by the addition 
f a short s, drawn from the termination of the twirl or loop, which is joined to the end of the 
&oft-ha&d m, formp. 
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